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RECEIVED  MAY 24 - JUNE 28 
SAMARITANôS PURSE OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX GIFTS 
 

This is an excerpt from a blog by a person named Katie that has been on the Internet and shared on Facebook. It might 
be helpful to read when you are considering items to fill your shoeboxes (that are due no later than Sunday, Nov. 22). 
Hereôs the link so you can read the entire article.  http://garrett.with.sim.org/index.php/archives/1675  
 

Let me say that I know that each of these gifts is prepared with love and given from hearts full of generosity, compas-
sion, and a desire to share Jesusô love. And each one is SO appreciated! No matter what is inside the box, each child 
(and family) is excited and blessed to receive a gift, given with no strings attached. For the local kids here, this is so un-
expected, so unusualé Kids here do not get presents on Christmas or on their birthdays (if they are even aware of those 
days!). And most are only rarely given new things or presents at all. So to receive a box of gifts like this is such a treat. 
 

I offer some feedback to those of you who will prepare shoeboxes this Christmas? I canôt remember how many times we 
have been involved, directly or indirectly, here in Senegal with the distribution of shoeboxes, but it is at least half a doz-
en times over the past 15 years. I have watched little people I know well open their boxes, oohôed and aahôed with them 
over the contents, and answered their questions about some of the items. Every year, I have thought of giving some 
advice on this topic, but I donôt want to seem ungrateful or critical. I just want to offer my advice, based on our experi-
ence in this one context: 
For any age boy here, what they really want is a soccer ball. So get the best quality mini soccer ball that you can fit into 
the box when it is inflated (or send a deflated ball with a pump) and you can basically forget about anything else! :) 
Brand new nice short-sleeved shirts (with no writing on them) for boys and girls. Kids here have few clothes and often 
wear old, ripped, hand-me-downs, so nice new shirts are really appreciated and will probably fit. (I donôt know any 
obese Senegalese kids.) 
Small flashlight with batteries (Most families donôt have electricity so a working flashlight is gold!) 
Good quality melamine plate, bowl, and/or cup (Practical and also special.) 
Soap AND a plastic soap dish that has a cover. When you bathe standing on a big rock in the dirt as kids do here, you 
really need the soap holder. And families never have enough soap. (Funny note: the kids didnôt know what the soap was 
because it was in a box. I am sure they would have figured it out though, even without our help.) 
Toothbrush in a toothbrush holder. Again, the plastic case for the toothbrush is really great when you donôt have a sink/
counter/tiled bathroom but rather brush your teeth outside squatting over dirt and need to keep it in your room. 
Pencils, erasers, colored pencils, and sharpeners for all school-aged kids. And good quality pens for kids aged 10-14, in 
black, red, green, and blue. All of these are required for school and the ones from America last so much longer than the 
cheap ones available here.  [The blog goes on to list ñgreat itemsò and ñno so good items.ò Did you know that Matchbox 
cars donôt work well in dirt? And that children overseas donôt know what yo-yos are? ð Read the rest of the blogé] 
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HAYRIDE PICS!  

Thanks Paul, Martha, John & Julie for making it great!  

1 of the 2 hayrides. 

Thanks, Paul! 

Godôs beautiful quilt of colors on the hillside across from Aquatorium  

ð the Monongahela River in Octoberôs splendor 


