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FLEATIQUE 

JUNE 4th 
 

Spring  Cleaning!  

It’s time again to  

de-clutter!  
 

Please save your gently used or 

new household items, furni-

ture, or other salable items for 

the church yard sale during the 

annual Fleatique on June 4th.  
 

If you have clothing, the First 

Presbyterian Church can use 

your donations for the commu-

nity clothes closet “give-away 

Saturdays” — or Washington 

City Mission’s Hidden Treasures 

store on Main Street can sell 

them to benefit the Mission’s 

ministries. Thanks in advance! 

Thank you to Dale 

Minjock, Frank Karnack, 

and Ralph Filipponi for 

mowing the church and 

parsonage lawns, weed

-eating,  and edging the 

grass during the spring 

and summer. 

FLEATIQUE 

LUNCH 
 

If you can help with 
the Fleatique Lunch 
on June 4, by serving, 
or helping to set up or  
to clean up, please 
see Wanda McMahon. 

Mother’s Day 
May 8, 2016 

Reception honoring all  

ladies following worship 

Wear Red for Pentecost 

May 15th 
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Baked Potato - Salad Bar     

Fundraiser 

Sunday, May 15  

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall  

Bring your Friends to the 

Baked Potato & Salad Bar 

Fundraiser for General Fund 
 

If you can help in any way, please 

contact one of the Evangelism-

Membership Team members:  

D.J. Fogiato, Mark & Tawny Hyslop, 

Patty Miller, Audrey Minjock 

Vacation Bible School 
“Barnyard Roundup” 

▪ Jesus Gathers Us Together ▪ 

July 18-24, 2016 

Ages: Pre-School through 5th Grade 

All Children from the Community Welcome! 

M-F 6:00-8:45pm at church;  Saturday will be at Triple B Farms 



The Proclaimer 

Greetings! 

 

Spring is in the air, flowers are 

blooming, baby calves are resting 

in the fields, and earth’s transition 

from sleep and cold to waking and 

warming is occurring all around 

us.  It seems easier for us to nat-

urally celebrate life and love when 

our neighbors in creation with 

whom we share this planet are 

doing so.  Starting fresh and/or 

starting again is an idea that can 

really “grow on you” if you let it. 

 

As each of us experiences life as it 

is for us now in the season of 

2016, God gives us the opportuni-

ty to supernaturally celebrate life 

and love.  We are spirit beings as 

well as carbon based lifeforms 

with mental assessment capabili-

ties.  As we grow older, so does 

our spiritual maturity.  I like the 

passage of 3 John 2:2-4 in the 

New Living Translation paraphrase 

of John’s letter to Gaius: “Dear 

friend, I hope all is well with you 

and that you are as healthy in 

body as you are strong in spirit.  

Some of the traveling teachers 

recently returned and made me 
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very happy by telling me about 

your faithfulness and that you are 

living according to the truth. I 

could have no greater joy than to 

hear that my children are follow-

ing the truth.”  The key idea here 

is that our “soul is prospering,” as 

the KJV puts it.   

 

New life springs up from the earth 

because the resources of the soil 

nourish the roots and flow 

through the stem into the branch-

es or petals. The flowers, fruit or 

leaves that do their thing simply 

respond to the elements to which 

they relate. In the same way, 

when we Christians relate and 

respond to the Risen Jesus as  

Savior and Lord, the Holy Spirit 

produces God’s life and manifests 

God’s love in and through us.  We 

comprehend and apply more of 

the truth of who Jesus was and is, 

and the kind of world in which 

God intended us to live becomes 

more of a reality for others to ex-

perience themselves as we share 

a sweet fragrance just as flowers, 

fruit, and vegetables do. As Paul 

suggests in 2 Corinthians 2:14-16, 

“But thanks be to God, who al-

ways leads us in triumphal pro-

cession in Christ and through us 

spreads every-

where the fra-

grance of the 

knowledge of 

him.  For we 

are to God the 

aroma of Christ 

among those 

who are being 

saved and those 

who are perishing.  To the one we 

are the smell of death; to the oth-

er, the fragrance of life.” NIV 

 

May you bloom where you are 

planted each day and night. May 

you recognize the presence of the 

Risen Christ at work in your body, 

mind, and spirit. May you be the 

blessing God has for you to be in 

your “garden of influence.” And 

may God receive the honor and 

glory from the harvest that be-

longs to God at the time of eternal 

Harvest celebrated at the Wedding 

Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 

19:9) and beyond.   

 

Growing in and through God’s 

Grace, 

Pastor Gerald 

  Dr. Gerald Demarest 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION  &  YOUTH SUNDAY 
 

 

     Sunday, June 5 @ 9:30 A.M. 
 

 

Children & Youth  

Leading Worship 

Congratulations to Wesley Hyslop 
2016 Graduate  

Ringgold High School 
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PA CC(DOC) NEWS 
 

Summer Camp @ Laurelview 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Pennsylvania 

384 Middle Creek Rd, Rockwood, PA 15557  
 

#CampMatters    Register at  https://laurelview.org 
Register by June 1st for early bird rates 

 

June 12-18 Chi Rho Camp (Grades 7-8*) $290.00                                

June 19–25 Junior Camp (Grades 4-6*) $290.00                                        

June 26–29 Mini Camp (Grades 1-3*) $145.00                                  

July 10–16 Conf II Camp (Gr. 11-12*/grad) $290.00 

July 17–23 Conf I Camp (Grades 9-10*) $290.00   
* entering those grades 

 

Christian Church (DOC) in PA 

Establishes All Saints Fund 
 

The CC (DOC) in Pennsylvania Regional Board recently 

took action to establish the Pennsylvania All Saints Fund. 

The purpose of this fund will be to undergird the long-

term ministry of the Region.  The funds will be managed 

by the Christian Church Foundation, and income from 

the funds will be made available for regional ministry.   
 

Individuals, groups, or congregations can establish 

named funds within the fund for $1,000.00. The board 

established the first of our named funds in honor of the 

First Christian Church in New Castle. Even though the 

doors of this church have closed, the ministry of the 

congregation will live on through this fund.  Upon the 

closing of their visible ministry, the faithful in New Castle 

were generous with the church, leaving monies for both 

operations and youth ministry. Now we may honor 

Saints in perpetuity within our All Saints Fund. 

 

Camp Laurelview 2016 Wish List 
 

 

If you wish to donate any items, please contact George 
Lyons, chair of Christian Education, so that we may coordi-
nate donations. We must also request a transportation 
date from the Task Force for perishable items. 
 
 

Paper Towels; 500 Paper Plates; 400 Plastic Forks, 
Knives, Spoons; 2000 Paper Napkins; Large Bottles 
Hand Soap Refills; 3 Mops; 4 Brooms; 3 Large Push 
Brooms; 5 boxes Kitchen-size Trash Bags; 5 boxes 
Large Trash Bags; 2 Gallons Dish Sanitizer; 2 Gallons 
Floor Cleaner; 12 Gallons Toilet Bowl Cleaner; 
Bleach; Dish Liquid; Brillo Pads; LED Spotlight Bulbs. 
 
100 Dozen Cookies or Cookie Dough; 32 Gallons   
Apple Juice; 32 Gallons Orange Juice; 400 Taco 
Shells; 400 Soft Taco Shells; 12 lbs Potato Chips;   
12 lbs Tortilla Chips; 17 lbs Macaroni; 15 #10 Cans 
Fruit; 10 #10 Cans (or 60 1-lb cans Green Beans;   
10 #10 cans Corn; 50 lbs Sugar; 500 Bottles Water;  
$25 & $50 Gift Cards (Walmart, Giant Eagle, Aldi’s);  
 
Prayers are always needed and appreciated! 

 
Camp Laurelview  

Fundraiser - May 22 

Present coupon (available at church) or tell clerk “Camp Laurelview” 
 

Washington, PA    Uniontown, PA 
2000 Park Place Dr., #107   119 Walnut Hill Road 

Camp Laurelview  

Scholarship Fundraiser 
 

Buy a shirt to support current and future 
campers! Proceeds from the fundraiser go 
to the Camp Laurelview Scholarship Fund 
to help offset the cost of summer camp for 
children and youth in the PA region. Schol-
arships will be given for up to 50% of the 
cost of camp for campers who are active in 
a CC (DOC) congregation. First-time camp-
ers are given preference, but last year they 
helped all campers!  
Cotton t-shirts:  
Unisex blue or red;  
Ladies’ red; 
$22.00 - Sizes YXS  
to Adult XXXXL 
Shown: Front (top)  
Back (bottom) 
Order at  
www.booster.com/laurelview 

 

PENTECOST OFFERING 

RECEIVED MAY 15 & 22 

See Jessica Sarnoskie for more info. Make 

checks payable to First Christian Church. 

CWS BLANKETS OFFERING 

RECEIVED MAY 8 - JUNE 19 

“Comfort in times of Crisis” 
 

Disciples Women’s Ministries invite 

you to donate to this important 

ministry. See Joyce Halechko for 

info. Make checks payable to DWM. 
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Pastor Gerald and others from several regions attended 

the annual Oreon E. Scott Lectures at Bethany         

College's Mountainside Conference Ctr. Dr. Amy-Jill  

Levine [E. Rhodes & Leona B. Carpenter Professor of 
New Testament Studies, Vanderbilt University Divinity 
School, Dept. of Religious Studies, & Graduate Dept. of 
Religion], one of the world's foremost scholars on both 

New Testament and Judaism, presented “Jesus,        

Judaism, and Jewish-Christian Relations” in a series of     

engaging conversations. Rev. Walter McNutt, who also 

attended, sends warm regards to friends at FCCM. 

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine speaking during the Oreon E. Scott Lectures at 

Bethany College on April 4-5. (photo courtesy, Rev. David Chafin) 

COWAN - PENCE 

WEDDING 
 

Lynn Cowan and Jennifer Pence 

were united in marriage on          

February 20, 2016 in a beautiful 

lakeside ceremony in Land O’ 

Lakes, Florida. Lynn grew up in 

Monongahela and is a member of 

the First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) in Mononga-

hela. He is the son of Dorothy 

Cowan and the late Ron Cowan.  

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Hassett 

IREY - HASSETT 

WEDDING 
 

Victoria Irey and Timothy Hassett 

were united in marriage on 

March 28, 2016 in the beautiful 

wedding pavilion at the Grand 

Floridian Resort in Disney World, 

Florida. Victoria is a graduate of 

Ringgold High School and Grove 

City College. She is a member of 

First Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) in Monongahela, and 

has been living and working in 

Florida.  

 

Dear First Christian Church, 

 

I would like to thank you 

all for your kind 

thoughts, prayers,     

and visits.  

 

Your kindness helped make a very              

difficult time better. 

Bless you all. 

 

Love,  

Judy Cain 

 

 

Monongahela 250th Anniversary Cookbook 
 

Your favorite recipes are requested for the City of Monongahela’s 250th 

Anniversary Cookbook. Include your name & recipe type (dessert, main, 

salad, etc). Please email or give them to Cindy Demarest by June 30th. 

New Start 

Bowling 

League 
 
The New Start 

Bowling League 

has openings for 

new members 

for the Fall 2016 

and Spring 2017 

season. 

 

If you enjoy 

bowling & would 

like to bowl 

twice per month 

on Sunday after-

noons, see Joe 

Mancinelli or 

Ralph Filipponi,  

by August 1st 

for more infor-

mation.  
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GIFT CARDS FUNDRAISER 
 

Thinking of graduation gifts??  Our congregation is 

participating in a gift card fundraiser benefitting the 

church’s general fund. It’s a great way to help the church 

while remembering birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, 

or while shopping or dining out. Our church receives a 

percentage for each card purchased. A lengthy list of   

retail stores, restaurants, grocery stores, travel, Disney, 

etc. and order forms are available in the narthex.  
 

The Pantry Committee accepts Giant Eagle or Walmart 

gift cards to purchase needed items for the pantry. Camp 

Laurelview accepts Walmart, Giant Eagle or Aldi’s gift-

cards, too. Patty Miller always has some of the more pop-

ular cards at church, and she can order others for you.  

ELDER’S PRAYER 
 
What a beautiful time of the year! The snow 

has ended; the temperatures are rising; the 

flowers are blooming; and the beauty of and 

after the Easter season is upon us. Especially 

at this time, we recall in our minds the suffer-

ing of Jesus and his death upon that cross at 

Calvary. The triumph of Easter morning 

demonstrates that hope was not in vain, and 

assures us of the presence of Christ in our 

lives. Help us, O God, to serve you more faith-

fully. In  Jesus’ name we pray. Yes, indeed, 

what a beautiful time of the year! Amen.  
 

—Joe Mancinelli, Elder 

 

On March 4, First Christian Church again hosted the annual World Day of Prayer Service. Cindy Demarest, 

organizer, welcomed 28 participants from Bethel A.M.E. Church, First Baptist Church, First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ), First United Methodist Church, and Riverview Baptist Church.  
 

During her message on the WDP theme, “Receive Children, Receive Me,” The Rev. Lois C. G. Morrison shared 

personal experiences and reflected on the scriptures as she encouraged those in attendance to genuinely 

care for children and adults, to receive them as blessings from God, and to share God’s love with them. 
 

The Shepherd’s Voice Quartet (Debbie Harn, Debby Petrosky, Connie Watkins, and Linda Yohe) blessed the 

congregation through their music ministry with prayerfully selected songs that enhanced the WDP theme. 
 

Participants included: Mildred Carey, Ginny Day, Cindy Demarest, Jennifer Frazier, Barbara Filipponi, Gianna 

Filipponi, Kelly Filipponi, Anna Mary Frye, Joyce Halechko, Debbie Harn, Barbara Henderson, Katie Irwin, 

Grace Kahl, Jackie Leaver, Kathleen Mancinelli, Wanda McMahon, Rev. Lois C. G. Morrison, Kay Norris, Debby 

Petrosky, Reneta Powell, Jeri Roman, Jessica Sarnoskie, Tracie Stewart, Connie Watkins, Sandy Wentzell, 

Margaret Willis, Debbie Yohe, and Linda Yohe. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER WORSHIP SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
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Special  

Congregational Meeting  

Sunday, May 8th 
 

A called, special congregational meeting is set 

following worship on Sunday, May 8 to vote to 

honor James D. Day for his many years of dedicated service 

with the diaconate ministry of First Christian Church by      

bestowing upon Jim the title of Deacon Emeritus of First 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Monongahela. 

Easter Sunday Baptisms 

Mrs. Ginny Day with Brooklynn Boyd, Sarah Seader  

and Gianna Filipponi prior to their baptism 

Mr. Angelo Cialone with Brandon Ryan and Tyler Ryan  

prior to their baptism 

Pastor Gerald and the Elders congratulating Brandon Ryan, Tyler Ryan, Brooklynn Boyd, Sarah Seader, and Gianna Filipponi  

on their baptism and welcoming them into membership in the life of the congregation of First Christian Church (DOC). 

 
  WESLEY  

            HYSLOP’S 

       GRADUATION PARTY 

Saturday, June 25    1:00pm ‘til ? 

Shekinah Western Ranch Camp 
77 Chestnut Rd, Charleroi, Pennsylvania 15201 
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DAVID N. GILMER 
 

David N. Gilmer, of Bethel Park, 

passed away March 25, 2016 in the 

comfort of the home of his daugh-

ter, Michelle Lee (Bob) Savage of 

Carmichaels. He was loved by many 

and would always put a smile on 

your face. He lived an active life 

and loved the outdoors. He was an avid sports-

man and loved to hunt and fish. He was able to 

spend the last few years hunting at his daughter 

and son-in-law's camp with his kids. Mr. Gilmer 

had a huge love of animals and was director of 

Washington Area Humane Society for five years. 

He was a former Peters Township police officer, 

and for the last 25 years, was vice-president of 

Mocon Inc. Mr. Gilmer was a brilliant carpenter 

and always loved the building industry and being 

creative with his work. Preceding him in death 

was his mother, Norma J. Henderson. Surviving 

are his wife, Amy Gilmer; four children; six grand-

children; four great-grandchildren; and two     

sisters, Virginia Valentino and Barbara (Frank) 

Karnack. No visitation or services were held. 

FRANCES M. VOLK 
 

Frances M. Volk, 91, of New Eagle, 

died peacefully March 25, 2016 in her 

home. She was born Feb 25, 1925 in 

Columbus, Ohio, the daughter of the 

late John and Susan Bickerton McCoy. 

She was a longtime member of the 

First Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) in Monongahela where she was a Sunday 

School teacher for many years and the church clerk. 

She was a graduate of the Monongahela High School 

Class of 1942. After graduating, she worked in the 

payroll department at U.S. Steel Clairton Works. She 

was later employed at Santori’s Cabinet Makers in 

Monessen, and at the Mon Valley Country Club as a 

secretary. Frances enjoyed word puzzles, sewing, 

and working on the computer. She is survived by her 

daughter, Linda Volk, with whom she resided. In  

addition to her parents, she was preceded in death 

by her husband, Earl W. Volk; a brother John Richard 

McCoy; and an infant sister, Grace. A graveside    

service was held on Wednesday, March 30, 2016 in 

Monongahela Cemetery with the Rev. Dr. Gerald   

Demarest, officiating.  

Frances M. Volk David N. Gilmer 

 

 

Wesley Hyslop is vice-president of the Class of 2016 at Ringgold High School and vice-president of the 

RHS Interact Club. He has excelled in Indoor and Outdoor Varsity Track and Field (Captain), and is a member 

of the Relay for Life Committee; Washington County Teen Outreach Advisory Board; Foreign Language Club; 

and the Students Against Destructive Decisions Club.  
 

Wes is a member of the Diaconate of the First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) in Monongahela, is an active member of the 

youth group, and has participated in three mission trips to Peru. He 

plans to attend Thiel College to study International Business and to 

continue his studies abroad. He plans to learn another language to 

enable him to one day help and inspire others in countries across the 

globe.  
 

Wesley would like to thank his family for always being there for him; 

his parents, Mark & Tawny, who pushed and molded him to be the 

young man he is today; his loving sister, Michele, for the older sibling 

life lessons taught over the years; his church family who have      

impacted his life with love and have made him a man of God; and 

most importantly, God for guiding him in the right direction and for everything God has done in his life. 

WESLEY HYSLOP -  2016 RHS GRADUATE 

Wesley Hyslop in Lima, Peru 


