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THANKSGIVING OFFERING & BASKETS DONATIONS NOV 20 
On Sunday, Nov 20, we will receive monetary contributions for the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) Thanksgiving Special Offering - and monetary donations & non-perishable food items for 

food baskets for those who need a little extra help to celebrate a Thanksgiving meal. Thank you 

for your generous gifts and prayers. For more information, see Dorothy Cowan or Kay Norris 

“The Redemption of Scrooge” 
 

Go from “Bah, Humbug!”  to a Blessed Advent & Merry Christmas 
 

Pastor Gerald will lead us in “The Redemption of Scrooge,” a 4-week      

Advent study/sermon series, beginning Sunday, Nov. 27.   
 

In the novel, A Christmas Carol, Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire need of 

a second chance. Is redemption possible for such a greedy, dark and sad 

character? The Redemption of Scrooge, from Matt Rawle’s The Pop in Cul-

ture Series, shows us how the teachings of Jesus can be found in Dickens’ 

Christmas classic. From ghosts of Christmas past, to the Life of the present, & the Resurrection 

of Christmas future, this Advent study will “bless us every one” and reinvigorate our spiritual 

journeys as we look at this familiar story through the lens of faith.  

ADVENT STUDY-SERMON SERIES BEGINS NOV 27 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOVEMBER 20  
The annual congregational business meeting for the 2017 budget and election of officers will be 

held following worship on Sunday, November 20. All members are encouraged to stay and vote. 

Thanksgiving Sunday Nov.20 

 

DEMAREST FAREWELL LUNCHEON   DECEMBER 11  12:30PM 

Everyone is invited to attend a catered luncheon in honor of Rev. Dr. Gerald & Cindy Demarest 

on Sunday, Dec. 11 at 12:30 PM.  Please RSVP to 724.258.3255 by Sunday, Dec. 4. 

LADIES’ CHRISTMAS DINNER   DECEMBER 13   6:00 PM 
Disciples Women’s Ministries is hosting the Ladies’ Christmas Dinner at 6:00 PM Tues, Dec. 13, 
at the Mon Valley Country Club. The cost, $20/person, is payable by Sun. Dec. 4 to Joyce 
Halechko or Wanda McMahon. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. This is always a special time of 
fellowship for family & friends as we gather to celebrate our friendships & the “Miraculous Story.” 



The Proclaimer 

Greetings. 

On Sept. 12, the Board accepted 

my resignation as senior minister 

effective Dec. 31. I have accepted 

a call to serve as senior minister 

among the Saron United Church 

of Christ congregation in Linton, 

Indiana, beginning on Jan. 1. I 

will maintain dual standing as an 

ordained ministry partner in the 

Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) & United Church of Christ.   
 

It is with mixed emotions that I 

pen my final Proclaimer article as 

your senior minister. Eleven and a 

half years is a lot of time to love 

and to be loved in so many ways 

among some of Jesus’ best disci-

ples in the Mon Valley. Thank you 

for sharing in ministry with me 

and for your appreciated support 

in big and little ways. 
 

The first sermon I preached here 

was also to be my last one.  Since 

my last sermon will actually be on 

Christmas Sunday, I don’t feel like 

upstaging Jesus’ main theme that 

day. So, I have incorporated some 

of those sermon ideas here. 
 

Philippians 1:2-12 sums up my 

thoughts scripturally. Each verse 

can be amplified with particular 

application, so as you read the 

passage, hear my previously spo-

ken thoughts over the years to 

some if not to all of you particu-

larly. The advancement of the 

gospel of Jesus the Christ in and 

through you and us is really the 

focus of pastoral ministry, and I 

pray that lives have been changed 

for the glory of God as a result of 

who we’ve been and what we’ve 

done together. 

PASTOR’S PEN 
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The Proclaimer 

Ecclesiastes 7:8, "The end of a 

matter is better than its begin-

ning." So, what do I CHERISH 

about having been your pastor?   
 

C: CELEBRATE life together! 

Life is not only a gift from God our 

Creator, but life is meant to be 

lived as a wonderful adventure 

through all its various seasons. 

Each chapter of the book of our 

lives is the story being written of 

the trip through eternity that is 

shared with unique, special peo-

ple. As our trip down life's river 

across the seas of time and cir-

cumstance in this "ship" called 

First Christian Church Monongahe-

la has sailed, we have lived life's 

events as genuine human beings, 

each with our own strengths and 

weakness, failures and successes, 

ups and downs. But through it all, 

we have celebrated life together 

the best we could, and hopefully 

by God's grace in us and through 

us, we have enjoyed the journey! 

In the midst of all that comes our 

way in this human existence, the 

Christian life is a party to be cele-

brated together. 
 

H: HUMOR! In our celebration 

of life together, I cherish the hu-

mor that has been in our interac-

tions. We all could be ourselves. 

We could find a way to laugh at 

life and through life, and at times, 

to even laugh at ourselves. While 

some humor is intentional, some 

is not, but enjoying a good laugh 

is always a blessing. I'm glad to-

day that most of you have gotten 

used to or at least endured my 

‘punny’ humor over the years. It 

has been the unintentional humor 

that we have shared that truly is 

most precious like times together 

when something 

strange or funny 

came about that 

none of us could 

have planned if 

we had tried. I 

remember sever-

al instances dur-

ing the interview 

process with the 

search commit-

tee when we’d tell a story or no-

tice something about life and the 

whole van would burst out laugh-

ing -- or like expecting to ride the 

Thunderbolt or the Jack Rabbit at 

Kennywood without having the 

bar or seat belt fastened firmly. 

Over these years, we’ve shared 

similar humorous occasions that 

we can now look back on and give 

thanks to God for - or at least in! 
 

E: ENCOURAGE. To portray my 

belief on what ministry among the 

body of Christ entails, I would 

hope it is to be like Barnabas. 

There would never have been a 

Paul, a John Mark, or unnamed 

others if it weren't for Barnabas. 

Barnabas means 'Son of Encour-

agement,’ and he was in the lives 

of those around him. I will be 

pleased with my efforts in ministry 

among you if I have been able to 

encourage you and others to do 

and be the three “F’s” of the 

Christian life: To FIND Jesus, To 

FOLLOW Jesus, and To FREELY 

GIVE Jesus so others might Find 

Jesus, Follow Jesus, and Freely 

Give Jesus to others, too. I pray 

that God has used me to encour-

age you to have lived the three F's 

in your Christian life. 

 

(continued on page 3) 

  Dr. Gerald Demarest 
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PA CC(DOC) NEWS 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The Disciples of Christ Historical Society is now in its 

new facilities in Bethany, WV adjacent to the grounds 

of the Alexander Campbell study & mansion and 

across the street from the Campbell cemetery. The 

renovation of the Renner Visitors Center added an ex-

tensive archives room housing artifacts, portraits, in-

stitutional records, books, and journals from the early 

19th century restoration movement to the present. A 

reading room, study carrels, & conference room pro-

vide welcoming, comfortable space for research and 

meetings. Of special note is the Peter and Lynne Mor-

gan Gathering Place, an outdoor hospitality area for 

receptions, conversations, and relaxation. A building 

dedication and blessing was held on September 10.  

 

Congratulations to  

LONE PINE CHRISTIAN CHURCH on 

their 175th Anniversary! 

DISCIPLES WOMEN’S  

FALL “BLESSINGS” RETREAT 
 

On Sept 30 - Oct 2, during the annual Disciples 

Women’s Fall Retreat held at Camp Laurelview, The 

Rev. Susan Scott, keynote speaker, shared from  

the theme, "Braiding Beautiful Blessings.”  
 

Thirty-nine including five from our congregation     

attended: Wanda McMahon, Sandy Wentzell, Mary 

Alice Boyce, Barbara Henderson, & Tracie Stewart. 
 

Thank you to those who donated items for our 

church’s basket for the auction, and to all who con-

tributed to the Blessing Box offering. 

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY NOV 4-5 
 

On Nov 4-5, the Regional Church gathered at St. 

Paul's Baptist Church in West Chester. Workshop 

presenters included The Rev. Caroline Hamilton-

Arnold, Week of Compassion; The Rev. Dr. W. Dar-

win Collins, Christian Church Foundation; Belinda 

King of Disciples Church Extension Fund; & Region-

al Minister, Rev. Thaddaeus Allen. Marple Christian 

Church praise band provided music for worship. In 

the business session, it was noted that the Regional 

Church will undergo a time of extensive review of 

structure for mission and ministry over the next  

biennium as well as a focus on ministry to and with 

children and youth. A series of grants will be made 

available to congregations seeking to enhance their 

reach with young people. 

GIVING TUESDAY NOV 29 
There is Black Friday, Cyber Monday, and now Giving 

Tuesday. Please consider your church and affiliated 

organizations & groups on Nov 29, 2016, a global day 

dedicated to giving. While you can write a check, you 

can also give to the Pennsylvania Region of the Chris-

tian Church (DOC) online by going to the website, 

www.docgeneralassembly.webconnex.com/PA.   

Together we can bring about real change in our com-

munities. We hope you'll join us in this inspiring world-

wide movement to help others!  

TRI-COUNTY MEN’S  

FELLOWSHIP MEETING  NOV 17 
The Tri-County Men’s Fellowship will meet at Fairhill 

Manor Christian Church in Washington on Nov 17. 

Menu: Baked Steak, Stuffed Shells, Mixed Vegetables, 

Mashed Potatoes, Tossed Salad, Rolls, Dessert. Cost 

$10.person. Special music by Ambassadors for Christ. 

The church van will leave the church at 5:00 PM. Let 

Frank Karnack know if you will attend. 
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TRI-COUNTY MEN’S NEWS  
 

The Tri-County Men’s Fellowship met at Central 

Christian Church in Uniontown on Sept 22 be-

ginning with the group enjoying a delicious din-

ner. Rev. David Chafin and the Central Chris-

tian Church Choir led worship in song. The 

group voted to give Timothy/Priscilla scholar-

ships to two recipients including FCC Mononga-

hela’s Priscilla, Briana Ryan, who is studying 

music ministry at Waynesburg University. 
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H. JEANNE ASHCRAFT PORE 
 

Jeanne Ashcraft Pore, 80, of Bethel Park, passed 

away at home on July 8, 2016. She was the 

daughter of the late Kenneth Laken Ashcraft and 

Mary Helen Clokey Ashcraft; wife of the late  

Kenneth O. Pore; loving mother of Lynda; sister 

of Dorothy Cowan and the late Martha Lou 

Halechko; aunt of many nieces, nephews, and 

great-nieces and nephews. She was a former 

member of First Christian Church of Monongahe-

la, and was a member of First Bethel United 

Methodist Church. Jeanne was considered a be-

loved mother and grandmother to all who knew 

her. Visitation was held in the David J. Henney 

Funeral Home in Library, PA. The funeral service 

was held on July 13 in the First Bethel United 

Methodist Church. Contributions may be made to 

First Bethel United Methodist Kings School Kids. 

Interment was in Bethel Cemetery. 

PATRICIA TUSCANO DESANTIS 
 

Patricia (McKinley) Tuscano DeSantis, age 89, of 

Trinity, Florida, formerly of Monongahela, PA, 

passed  away on June 23, 2016, with her loving 

family by her side at Heather Hill Hospice Care 

Center, New Port Richey, Florida. She was born 

on March 14, 1927 in Monongahela, to William L. 

& Margaret S. (Hamilton) McKinley. In addition to 

her parents, she was predeceased by her first 

husband and father to her children, Carl Franklin 

Tuscano; second husband John  DeSantis; broth-

er, William L. McKinley, Jr.; and sisters, Margaret 

Lillico & Martha McKinley White. She is survived 

by daughter Patricia (Andrew) Zeletski of Fayette 

City, PA; daughter Barbara Cooper, of Trinity, 

FL; son David (Cynthia) Tuscano, of Monrovia, 

MD; The funeral service was held in First Chris-

tian Church Monongahela with The Rev. Charles 

Cochran officiating. Interment was in Mononga-

hela Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be 

made to First Christian Church in Monongahela 

where Patricia was a devoted member serving 

multiple roles within the church for many years. 

THANK YOU 
 

To My Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for your love and prayers shown 

to my niece Lynda and to my family during the recent 

illness and passing of my sister Jeanne Pore. Growing 

up here at First Christian, Jeanne always loved and 

cared about you all. She always looked forward to 

any news about her home church. May God bless and 

watch over you all.  Love, Dorothy Cowan 

Pastor    $25,000 
Administration  $14,400 
Property   $28,955 
Evangelism/Membership $  7,530 
Worship   $  1,075 
Stewardship/Finance $  3,930 
Christian Education  $  2,175 
World Outreach  $10,200 
 

Total Budget   $93,265 

2017 PROPOSED BUDGET  

PROPOSED 2017 

SLATE OF CHURCH OFFICERS 

Church Clerk – Joyce Halechko   

Church Historian – Joyce Halechko 

Treasurer –  

Assistant Treasurer – Audrey Minjock  

Financial Secretary – Cindy Mancinelli 

Assistant Fin. Secretary – Joe Mancinelli 

Elders - Wanda McMahon, Kathleen Mancinelli 

Diaconate - Angelo Cialone, Eileen Dipaoloa,    

    Tawny Hyslop, Briana Ryan, Leah Seader 

Jr. Diaconate - Kylie Miller, Sarah Seader 

Trustees - Mark Hyslop, Michael Petrosky 
 

** Nominations will also be accepted from the floor if the  
    nominee is present or has provided a written letter. 

9:30 AM - SUNDAY  
NOV 27,  DEC 4, 11, 18 
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PASTOR’S PEN 
Continued from page 2 

 
R:RELATIONSHIPS.Paul begins 

this passage, “Grace and peace to 

you from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God 

every time I remember you.” Rela-

tionships that build memories re-

sult as people choose to spend 

quality time together, do things 

together, and share life with each 

other. Think back on all the great 

times we had together: around the 

table eating or studying; worship-

ing in the sanctuary or in Chess 

Park; occasions in the hospital 

around the birth or death of loved 

ones or friends; at gravesides and 

last farewells. Remember the good 

times in the midst of life’s strug-

gles as well as the care and con-

cern that was offered. Who could 

have predicted all the places, times 

and events that allowed us to be 

together sharing life and being in 

mutual ministry for Jesus! Thank 

you for making the choices along 

the journey to be present for fel-

lowship, worship, study and service 

while building relationships to 

treasure forever. 
 

I: INSPIRED to DISCIPLESHIP  

Occasions and events occur both in 

and out of “church” where we can 

experience more of Jesus: in a 

Sunday School class discussion; an 

idea or application of scripture 

from a sermon; a passing thought 

or realization during a ball game or 

a concert. What is shared together 

can lead to opportunities to be-

come students of Jesus Christ and 

to experience God’s Kingdom. The 

God who began a good work in us  

will indeed have made strides in 

carrying it out in us because we’ve 

been together for this time. 
 

S: SUPPORT. You have demon-

strated care and support for each 

other as well as for my family.  

According to the teaching of the 

Great Commandment (love your 
neighbors as…), caring for our-

selves is vital before we can love 

others. Vacation times, sensitivity 

to temporary stresses on time and 

energy, an openness to receive 

Cindy’s gifts and ideas that helped 

carry out the mission of the church 

were some of the ways we felt  

encouraged to enjoy the journey 

of our mutual ministry here. 
 

H: HONORED BY FOLLOWING 

my leading, as we have followed 

Christ. Paul summed up leadership 

in ministry in Philippians 1:12, 

“Now I want you to know, broth-

ers, that what has happened to me 

has really served to advance the 

gospel.” Paul said these words to a 

new congregation who had no idea 

of how much he had given to 

share the gospel of Jesus among 

all of his churches. Paul said that 

everything he went through, every 

“success” and “failure” and 

“difficulty” and “persecution” was 

all worth it if the gospel of Jesus’ 

Kingdom life and love was being 

advanced and experienced. Some-

times the good that has been done 

will be obvious and known to all; 

sometimes it will be clear to only 

those directly affected by God’s 

work. One of the strongest motiva-

tions for me to come here in the 

beginning was the sense that you 

wanted a shepherd, a leader to 

captain the ship under the Lord-

ship of Admiral Jesus. I thank you  

for all your prayers and prayerful 

consideration behind all that I felt 

God was leading me to be and do 

with you during each season of 

life together, and for your for-

giveness whenever I fell short. As 

the church sign so respectfully 

read on my first Sunday, “Same 

friendly church under new man-

agement.”  

 

I praise God for the ministry that 

God led and provided, and that 

God’s Kingdom was advanced 

among you, working together with 

you, for the glory of God.  

 

Beginning on January 1, my role 

will change. Just as you have with 

previous ministers and families 

including the Revs. Robert Shaw, 

Walter McNutt and Mark Newman, 

your friendship will continue with 

Cindy and me through the sharing 

of your joys, sorrows and prayer  

requests long-distance; however, 

since I will no longer be your min-

ister, I cannot provide ministerial 

services or come back for any 

baptisms, funerals or weddings.  

 

Cindy and I pray that you will 

continue to listen for God’s voice 

and direction as your vital ministry 

continues. We will pray for the 

FCC congregation, the officers, 

and the search committee as you 

discern whom you will call as your 

interim minister and eventually as 

your settled minister as FCCM 

journeys into this next season of  

ministry in the Mon Valley, the PA 

Region of the CC(DOC), & the world. 

 

May we all continue to grow in 

and through God’s grace. 

Pastor Gerald 



Page 4 

The Proclaimer 

PRAISE & WORSHIP IN THE PARK 

LET YOUR SOUL SING! 
 

Don't be troubled by what you see around you. In this time of troubles 

all around, God is teaching you how to have your feet on earth but your 

heart, eyes, ears & mind in heaven! So much  contends for your atten-

tion, and so many thoughts try to steal your peace. How they buzz 

around your mind! 
 

But shake them off like the troublesome bugs that they are! You are 

destined for higher things, seated in the heavenly places. Come up and 

be free, with your head far above the gathered clouds below and your 

eyes fixed on the blaze of the Lord's glory. Hear the wondrous sound of 

heavenly song, and let your soul soar and be lifted by its sound. Learn 

how to trample the ground beneath your feet while your mind is filled 

with the knowledge that you are a precious child, a victorious overcom-

er and the Father's fiercely-loved beloved!  
 

Colossians 3:1-3: Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set 

your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of 

honour at God’s right hand. Think about the things of heaven, not the 

things of earth.  For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden 

with Christ in God.       Lion Bites Devotional Oct 5, 2016, Glasgow Prophetic Centre   

 http://us2.campaign-archive1.com/?u=02eab190ad3160c85e23ca185&id=0b0bb7c74f 

Copyright © 2016 International Network of Prophetic Centres; Reprinted with permission.  

PRAYERSCAPES ADVENT  

DEVOTIONAL 
Prayerscapes, an Advent devotional 

written by the clergy of the PA & WV  

Regions, will be available in print in the 

narthex. You may also subscribe for daily 

email devotions or read them online    

beginning Nov. 27 at the website 

https://prayerscapes.wordpress.com 

SOCK AND MITTEN TREE 
Donations accepted from Nov. 13 

through Dec. 4 to benefit children 

and youth in the Washington County 

Children and Youth Services 

TOYS FOR TOTS 
Donations accepted from Nov. 13 

through Dec. 4 for the Leathernecks 

Marines distribution to local families 

Volume 26, Issue 6 
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JOHN N. SCAGLINE 
 

John N. Scagline, 66, Monongahela, 

died unexpectedly June 2, 2016 in 

Jefferson Regional Medical Center. 

He was born Nov. 17, 1949 in    

Monongahela, the son of Helen   

Sosanko Scagline who resides in 

Monongahela and the late John J. 

Scagline. John was a graduate of 

Elizabeth Forward High School. He 

was employed for 28 years at Supervalu in Belle 

Vernon until it's closing in 2003. For the next 

ten years, he was employed at Triple B Farms 

where he delivered produce. John was a mem-

ber and  deacon of the First Christian Church in 

Monongahela. He was a licensed taxidermist for 

over 30 years and had previously owned and 

operated Nature's  Tales in Monongahela. He 

was a member of Ducks Unlimited & a former 

chairman for it's Monongahela Chapter, a mem-

ber of the NRA and former chairman for it's 

Mon Valley Chapter and a member of the Safari 

Club International. John enjoyed hunting, fish-

ing and trapping. He loved camping, shooting 

sporting clays, archaeology artifacts and read-

ing anything that he could about the Civil War. 

In addition to his mother, he is survived by his 

wife, Holly Gunsallus Scagline with whom he 

celebrated 31 years of marriage on May 4, 

2016; 2 sons, John David Scagline & wife Laurel 

St. John of Elizabeth Twp, Jeffrey Alan Scagline 

of Alexandria, VA; daughter, Cara Lee Scagline 

at home; sister, Diane Leach & husband John of 

Monongahela; numerous nieces and nephews; 

and his faithful companion, Drake. Services 

were held June 4 in the Frye Funeral Home,  

Monongahela, with The Rev. Dr. Gerald De-

marest officiating. Memorial contributions may 

be made to First Christian Church Monongahela.  

REGIS R. WINTERHALTER 
 

Regis R. Winterhalter, 66, Mones-

sen, passed away unexpectedly July 

8, 2016. He was born January 1, 

1950, in Pittsburgh, a son of the 

late Joseph F. & Martha Jesko Win-

terhalter. He attended the First 

Christian Church of Monongahela. 

He had also belonged to the Fair-

hope Rod and Gun Club, Naomi 

Club, Belle Vernon Musical, the Eagles, Croatian 

Home & Fireman’s Club No. 2, all of Monessen. 

He had worked as a self-employed contractor. 

Surviving are daughters, Shannon, Jenny, and 

Dee Dee Winterhalter; sons, Dustin, Ryan, and 

Regie Winterhalter; beloved companion, Gloria 

DeStefano; grandchildren; sister, Janice Helt; 

Brothers, Joseph and Gerald Winterhalter; and 

several nieces and nephews. He was preceded 

in death by brothers, Kenneth, Gary, and Rick 

Winterhalter. Funeral arrangements were en-

trusted to the Rhome Funeral Home, Inc. of 

Monessen. Services were held on Monday, July 

11 in the First Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) of Monongahela with The Rev. Charles 

Cochran officiating. 

John N. 

Scagline 

 

Regis R. 

Winterhalter 

ELDER’S PRAYER 
Lord and Creator of All, 

For the abundance and life that is fall, we praise you 

for this order and design, for its awesome beauty 

and variety. We sincerely pray, as those created in 

Your image and likeness, as true believers in Christ, 

that we exhibit Your Son’s love and dedication to the 

true purpose for our lives. May we live up to our 

special place in Your creation, so that others may 

know and see Christ through us. Thank you, Lord, 

for blessing our lives. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

—Frank Karnack, Elder 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  BARNYARD ROUNDUP 

Those attending the 

Praise & Worship Service 

on Sept 22 were blessed 

to hear the message 

from Pastor Arturo Cas-

taneda from Lima, Peru. 

Pastor Arturo’s message 

was on building an altar 

for God because Jesus is 

the cornerstone, and we are the living 

stones. Together, in unity, we each 

complement others’ spiritual gifts as 

we follow the vision given to the pas-

tor by God. 

THURSDAY EVENING 

PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

Pastor  

Arturo Castaneda 

CHURCH PANTRY ITEMS 
We always need items for our church pantry. Some of the most needed items are cereal, soup, jelly, 

peanut butter, crackers, spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, Kraft macaroni and cheese, Jell-O 

gelatin, Jell-O pudding, cake mixes, dish detergent, toilet paper, & paper towels. When you pur-

chase items, please look at the “use by” date & select the date that has the longest shelf life so we 

won’t waste any donated food items. The pantry committee can also use Giant Eagle and Wal-Mart 

gift cards that you purchase as part of the church fundraiser. 

GIFT CARDS  

FUNDRAISER 
 

Christmas gifts??  

Buy your gift cards and benefit 

the church’s general fund while 

shopping, dining, & remember-

ing birthdays, anniversaries and 

graduations. Our church re-

ceives a percentage for each 

card purchased. A lengthy order 

form of participating retailers, 

restaurants, grocery stores, 

travel, Disney, etc. is in the nar-

thex. Patty Miller always has 

some of the more popular cards 

at church and can order others. 

SHEPHERD’S  

VOICE 

CHRISTMAS  

CONCERT  

 

DEC 10 

7:00 PM 
Riverview 

Baptist Church 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT 

SERVICE 7:00 PM 
 

Join friends and family as 

we gather together for a 

candlelight communion 

service on Christmas Eve 

at 7:00 PM in the sanctu-

ary. Please invite friends 

and family to attend this 

special service with you. 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DEC 11 @ 11AM 
 

Everyone is invited to attend 

the Sunday School Christmas 

Party. Please bring a donation 

for the church food pantry. 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, NOV 6 
 

Within the Church, many of us have fathers and 

mothers in the faith — parents, Sunday School 

teachers, pastors, youth ministers — who helped 

us grow, and who nurtured us in the Christian 

faith and in life. For some, those people who 

shaped our spiritual journey are in heaven now.  
 

We are “surrounded by a great cloud of witness-

es,“ & around the time of All Saints Day, we re-

member fathers & mothers in the Christian faith.  
 

On Sunday, Nov 6, during worship, we celebrated 

All Saints Sunday as we honored and remem-

bered those saints from our congregation who 

have died since last year’s All Saints Sunday:  

Frances M. Volk, John Nicklas Scagline, Patricia 

Tuscano DeSantis, Regis R. Winterhalter, Dorla 

D. Lusk, and Gloria Jean Harbaugh. 

 Happy 71st Anniversary 
Louis & Dolores Casciani 

POINSETTIA ORDERS  

DUE NOV 27 
 

7-inch Pots: $7.50  
Red, White, Pink Peppermint, Marble,  
        Jingle Bells, Burgundy 
 
 

10-inch Basket: $22.00  
Red, White, Marble, Jingle Bells 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS IN  

                    MONONGAHELA 
Dec 2 - 3  Crèche Show  

               First United Methodist Church 

Dec 2   Organ Concert (Jim Sikes)  

           First United Methodist Church 

Dec 3   Breakfast with Santa 8:00 AM 

   First Presbyterian Church 

Dec 10  Shepherd’s Voice Christmas Concert 

   Riverview Baptist Church 7:00 PM 

Dec 18  Living Nativity 6:00 PM 

            First Baptist Church 

Christian Education Recognition 

Virginia Day, Andrew Hartt, Frank Karnack, Gerald Demarest 

(Not pictured George Lyons, Pat Petrosky, Brent Furlong) 

Diaconate Recognition: Sandy Wentzell, Jim Halt, Elizabeth Gillingham, Dorothy Cowan, Ginny Day, Kay Norris, 

Patty Miller, Tawny Hyslop, Wes Hyslop, Kylie Miller, Joyce Halechko, Cindy Mancinelli, Frank Halechko 
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ALL-CHURCH HAYRIDE & 

     WIENER ROAST  OCT 23 

The annual all-church hayride and wiener roast 

was Oct 23 at the Rudy Ranch in Coal Center. 

Many thanks to Paul & Martha Rudy and John & 

Julie Bulboff who host our festivities every year.  

On Oct 16, the children & youth lead worship 

during Youth Sunday as we celebrated the Chil-

dren’s Sabbaths and concluded the 40-Day 

Light-a-Candle-for-Children Prayer Vigil.  
 

During the 40-day prayer vigil, we were privi-

leged to pray for 97 children and youth associ-

ated with our congregation; for children in all 

nations who were in foster care, in poverty, or-

phaned or lived in war-torn cities or countries; 

for grandchildren, nieces, nephews, special 

children, neighborhood children; and school 

teachers, administrators, staff, and bus drivers.  

YOUTH SUNDAY  OCT 16 

Jaxon Hyslop  Amia Hyslop  Fallon Bulboff 

Alyssa King  Gianna Filipponi  Raffello Filipponi  Linda Evans 
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DORLA HOUSTON LUSK 
 

 

Dorla D. (Houston) Lusk, 81 of   

Monongahela (Victory Hill), died 

August 3, 2016 in Thorpe’s New 

Dawn Personal Care Home in Char-

leroi. Born on February 3, 1935 in     

Monongahela, she was the daugh-

ter of Alexander & Rebecca (Brooks) 

Houston. A 1953 graduate of Mo-

nongahela High School, Dorla worked numerous 

bookkeeping jobs around the valley but was 

most known for working at Monessen Plumbing 

& Heating and Gablers Drug Store in Charleroi 

where she retired from in 1994. She was a 

member of the First Christian Church in Monon-

gahela. Dorla is survived by two daughters & 

sons-in-law Diane L. and David Crossey of North 

Versailles; and Debra S. and David  Bartman of 

Monongahela; four grandchildren Justin (Kelsey) 

Crossey,  Meghan and (Mike) Spezialetti, and 

Alec and Chelsea Bartman; and a great grand-

son Louis B. Spezialetti, Preceding her in death 

were her husband  David M. Lusk who died Oc-

tober 31, 2011, a grandson Brandin Crossey 

who died December 16, 2010 and two brothers 

Samuel & Jack Houston. Services were held at 

the Marshall Marra Funeral Home on  August 6 

with The Rev. Dr. Gerald Demarest  officiating.  

Interment followed in  Monongahela Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions can be made to First 

Christian Church Monongahela. The family 

thanks the staff and caregivers at both Thorpe’s 

Personal Care Home and Via Quest Hospice for 

their excellent care.   

Dorla D. Lusk 

GLORIA JEAN HARBAUGH 
 

 

Gloria Jean Harbaugh, 66, of New 

Eagle, died Oct 17, 2016 in her 

home. She was born on Dec. 25, 

1949 in Uniontown, the daughter 

of the late Amos and Margaret 

Garybush Layhue, Jr. Jean was a 

1968 graduate of South Allegheny 

High School & Pittsburgh Beauty 

Academy in Charleroi. She became a licensed 

beautician, working in Monongahela for 25 years. 

She owned & operated Gloria "Jean" Harbaugh 

Beauty Salon until its closing in 2010 and was a 

member of the First Christian Church in Monon-

gahela. Her grandchildren meant the world to 

her, watching them since they were infants and 

always being involved in their lives as they got 

older. Jean enjoyed working in her vegetable and 

flower gardens, watching sports, especially the 

Pirates, going to the casino, and cooking. She is 

survived by her son, John Harbaugh and wife 

Lauren of Carroll Township; three grandchildren, 

Jared, Ashley and Levi Harbaugh; fiance', Gary 

Baker with whom she shared 14 years; brother, 

Wayne Layhue; and three sisters, Lydia "Babe" 

Rymarowicz, Rebecca “Becky” Helmantoler and 

Margaret ”Dee Dee” Layhue, all of Glassport. In 

addition to her parents, she was preceded in 

death by her husband, John Harbaugh who died 

in 1979 & a brother, Ralph Layhue in 2015.   

Services were held on Oct. 20, 2016 at the Frye 

Funeral Home with The Rev. Charles Cochran 

officiating. Interment followed in Round Hill 

Cemetery, Elizabeth. Memorial contributions may 

be made to First Christian Church Monongahela.   

Gloria Jean  

Harbaugh 

Dear Congregation,  

Thank you for the beautiful card and the Darden restaurant gift cards for Clergy 

Appreciation Month. We appreciate each of you as you share your gifts in ministry 

through FCCM, the CC(DOC) in PA, and in the Monongahela Valley. We have ex-

perienced your love during these past 11-1/2 years, & we pray that God will richly 

bless you individually and as a congregation in the years to come. Our love, Pastor Gerald and Cindy 


